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The Normalization Period
Thank you to everyone
who attended our Back
to School Night
evenings. We had great
participation and
teachers were excited to
share their classroom
expectations and norms
with families. Hopefully
many of your questions
were answered. It was
thrilling to see how many
families took advantage
of the Mobile Live Scan
and the 7 Habits
Training in anticipation
of being able to
volunteer in the
classroom and/or
participate on fieldtrips
once the Normalization
Period has ended.
Maria Montessori used
the terms “normal’ and
“normalization” to

describe a unique
process she observed in
child development.
When children are
allowed freedom an
environment suited to
their needs, they
blossom.
At the beginning of each
school year, you will
hear teachers and staff
refer to the
Normalization Period.
This is a time when
students are acclimating
to their new
environment, their new
teachers, and their new
classmates. The goal is
that each class develops
its natural rhythm and
sets the tone for the
social climate of the
group. The children and
teachers create a
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trusting relationship that
carries throughout the
year. Once students
have had a chance to
“normalize”, parents will
be invited to participate
in the classroom
environment. This
period may last 6 to 8
weeks, and the time
passes quickly, so
please be sure to
complete/update all
volunteer requirements
early and sign up for
classroom participation
with teachers as soon
as you know your
availability. Thank you
as always for your
support of our students,
teachers, and staff.

education. If you are able
to join us, please go to
http://signup.com/go/mBjp
JFp to sign-up for one of
our 2 hour shifts. And if
you aren’t able to
volunteer, it is still fun
activity on a beautiful
Saturday! Just be sure
and stop by the CMP
table!
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Elk Grove Multi-Cultural Festival
This Saturday, August
26th, is the Elk Grove
Multi-Cultural Festival.
CMP-Elk Grove will be
hosting an information
booth. We are still
looking for a few parent
volunteers (and even
students) to help work
our booth. Each “shift” is
2 hours long. This is an
opportunity to share
information about our
school and Montessori

Inside this issue:

Dr. Maria Montessori

2

Solar Eclipse
On Monday, August 21, 2017, the
solar eclipse was visible throughout
North America. We experienced
around 78.8%. Total eclipses are
not rare phenomenon – they occur
about every 18 years. However,
since most of the Earth’s surface is
covered by water, many people do
not always see them. The eclipse
is when the moon passes between
the sun and the Earth and blocks
all or part of the sun for up to about
three hours, from beginning to end,
as viewed from a given location.
For this eclipse, the longest period
when the moon completely blocks
the sun from any given location
along the path was about two
minutes and 40 seconds. The last

time the contiguous U.S.
saw a total eclipse was
in 1979.

Many of the students,
teachers, and staff
participated in solar
eclipse activities. Here
are just a few pictures
from the day.
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Support #hikeforgrayson
This Saturday, August 26th, dine at the
Original Mikes Diner in Elk Grove and
present this #hikeforgrayson ticket for
25% of your purchase to be donated to
the Cure Tay-Sachs Foundation!
As you may know, Grayson Kemp, the 3year-old brother of CMP Elk Grove first
grader Logan Kemp, suffers from this
terminal illness. You can enjoy a meal,
support a local business, AND help raise
money to find a cure for Tay-Sachs
disease! For more information, see
Facebook page Team Grayson Kemp.

Club M Update
We have been so excited to get back
to school and see all of your smiling
faces! Just a quick reminder that Club
M contracts are due TOMORROW,
Friday, August 25, 2017. We have a
minimum day next week -Wednesday
August 30, 2017. For families using
Club M, please remember to pack a
lunch with no warm-up, a refillable
water bottle, and an extra snack or
two for the afternoon. We hope you
had a wonderful first full week of
school!"

Pictured above, Club M solar eclipse
activities at the Eg site.
Pictured on the right, our kindergarten
supplement program at the BR site.

Initial Parent Meetings
This is our first year with a
trimester reporting calendar, and in
response, additional parent/teacher
meeting days were added to allow
teachers an opportunity to touch
base with parents early in the
school year. August 30 and
September 6 are Minimum Days,
and sign-ups are available in the
classroom. These meetings are
especially important for those
students in a transition grade or
starting out with a new teacher, but
it is also beneficial for returning
families to reconnect with their
child’s teacher and learn about

what the expectations will be for
the upcoming year.
Teachers have received the
following guidelines to assist with
the discussion topics. Please note
that assessment data will not be
shared at this time, as teachers are
allowing time for students to
acclimate (Normalize) into the
classroom routine before doing all
the academic assessments.
At the October parent/teacher
conferences, the report card
template and grading rubrics will be

shared with parents, although the
primary purpose of these
meetings will be to discuss your
child’s progress up to that point.
The first report card will then be
sent home on November 17.
Please access the CMP Network
Calendar on the website for all
reporting and conference dates,
but do contact us if you continue
to have questions.
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Phone @BR: 916-714-9699
Phone @EG: 916-714-9702
Campus Website:
www.eg.cacmp.org/

Attendance
At CMP, attendance is a priority and is crucial to your child’s
academic success. As a school of choice, families who enroll
their children in the California Montessori Project have opted for
an educational program, with all of its rich researched-based
Montessori materials, lesson presentations and experiential
learning. This cannot be duplicated outside the classroom
environment, which makes your child’s daily attendance even
more critical for success. As a public seat-based school, in
addition to your child missing their experience, the school’s
funding is based on an anticipated 96% attendance rate. We
realize that sick days cannot be avoided, and we appreciate
families following our policy of students returning to school when
they have been symptom free, without the assistance of
medication, for 24 hours. Should your child become ill and
unable to attend school, please notify the school office as soon
as possible, as we may need to send out a notice to our larger
community regarding highly contagious illnesses (conjunctivitis,
measles, etc.).
Attendance Rate for 8/16/17 – 8/23/17: 97.5%

Upcoming Important Dates:
8/25 - MS returns from their
Immersion Trip

9/6 – Minimum Day – Initial
Parent Meetings (cont.)

8/29 – Principal’s Café: Guest
Speaker – Lisa Coker

9/6 – CAC Meeting @BR at 5:30

8/29 – 7 Habits Training @BR
at 5:30
8/30 – Trait Assembly: Courage
@both sites at 10:30
8/30 – Minimum Day – Initial
Parent Meetings
8/31 – Maria Montessori’s
Birthday!
9/4 – School, Club M, and
Office Closed – Labor Day
Holiday
9/6 – Trait Assembly: Peace
@both sites at 10:30

9/15 – Touch of Understanding
@BR (Jasper, Quartz, and
Malachite)/

9/7 – Touch of Understanding
Fieldtrip @EG

9/15 – Family Picnic and
Clothing Swap @EG from 5:007:00

9/7 – Tech Night @BR 5:30-RS,
6:00-Ren Place, and 6:30 –
Learning.com

9/15 – 7 Habits Training @EG
at 7:00

9/8 – Touch of Understanding
@BR (Tanz, Garnet, Topaz, and
Peridot)

your readers to any other forms
of communication that you’ve
created for your organization.

9/9 – GBM @CARM at 6:30

You can also use this space to
remind readers to mark their
calendars for a regular event,
such as a breakfast meeting for
vendors every third Tuesday of
the month, or a biannual charity
auction.

9/10 – 7 Habits @EG at 5:00
914 – Touch of Understanding
@BR (Turq, Onyx, Serpentine,
and Jade)

If space is available, this is a
good place to insert a clip art
image or some other graphic.

